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UNCLAS BEIRUT 1068 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINTPFORETXF 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN PRESS CONERERENCE IN BEIRUT 
REES: A. BEIRUT 978; B. ADDIS ABABA 297 AND PREVIOUS 

1. IN JAN 23 PRESS CONFERENCE HERE ETHIOPIAN MININFORMATION 
MIKAEL IMRU WARNED ETHIOPIAN-ARAB RELATIONS WOULD BE DAMAGED 
IF "CERTAIN ARAB GOVTS" CONTINUED "ACTIVE SUPPORT" OP ERITREAN 
LIBERATION FRONT (ELF), BUT DENIED HIS PRESENT ME MISSION IS 
PRIMARILY DESIGNED TO RAISE FUNDS FOR "POVERTY-STRIKEN" ETHIOPIA 
OR TO NEUTRALIZE ARAB SUPPORT FOR ELF. PURPOSE OF TOUR, ACCORDING 
TO IMRU, IS "TO CONSOLIDATE (ETHIOPIAN-ARAB) TIES AND TO ALLAY MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS IN ARAB WORLD CONCERNING ERITREA." ELABORATING 
ON MISSION, IMRU SAID SOME ARAB STATES ARE "VERY MUCH MISINFORMED 
ABOUT NATURE OF ERITREAN SITUATION AND ERITREA, WHICH IS GEOGRAPHI- 
CALLY AND ETHNICALLY PART OF ETHIOPIA". 

2. COMMENTING ON RECENT TRIP TO EGYPT, IMRU SAID OFFICIALS 
THERE ARE "ANXIOUS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA, "AND 
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EGYPT SINCE MANY CLAIM AEEILIATION WITH MUSLIM RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONEIDENCE THAT SYRIA, UNTIL NOW STAUNCH SUPPORTER 
OE ELF, WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO HIS MISSION, SINCE CHANGED ETHIOPIAN 
POLITICAL SITUATION (END OF FEUDAL REGIME) HAS NULLIFIED MANY ELF 
GRIEVANCES. HE SAID TALKS WITH LEBANESE PRES FRANGIE (REF A) 

WERE "VERY CORDIAL AND FRIENDLY, "ADDING FRANGIE HAD "REAL 
UNDERSTANDING FOR NECESSITY OF REFORMS IN ETHIOPIA." 

3. IMRU ENDED PRESS CONFERENCE BY EMPHATICALLY DENYING ANY ISRAELI 
MILITARY ADVISORS REMAINED IN ETHIOPIA. HE DESCRIBED QUESTION AS 
"QUITE ASTOUNDING", CONSIDERING ETHIOPIA SEVERED RELATIONS 
WITH ISRAEL AFTER OCTOBER WAR. 
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